
 

  

Friends of the Dedham Heritage Rail Trail 

Thank you supporters! Winter 2017 Newsletter 
 

Thanks to our supporters, 2016 was a very 
good year for the Dedham Heritage Rail Trail 
(DHRT)! Over 800 of you have signed our 
petitions, and we have over 1,160 “Likes” on 
Facebook. Many of you donated to help fund 
DHRT “Rail Trail Yes!” signs and to host yard 
signs. 
 
We also witnessed fantastic support for the 
DHRT in an online poll sponsored by the 
Boston Globe (South edition) in late 
December. In a weekly series called “The 
Argument,” the Globe asked if the proposed 
rail trail would be a benefit to the town 
(https://tinyurl.com/znueu6e). We argued yes 
and a trail opponent argued no. The poll 
results were overwhelmingly in favor of the 
rail trail. As of January 10, there were 541 yes 
votes (93%) versus 41 no votes (7%), a ratio 
of 13 to 1! 
 
Please encourage your Dedham friends and 
neighbors to support the DHRT by signing our 
online petition (https://tinyurl.com/jxzadcj). 
Let’s join the more than 70 other 
Massachusetts towns from Agawam to 
Yarmouth who have already boarded the rail 
trail express! 

 
The Dedham Heritage Rail Trail Feasibility 
Study prepared by Weston & Sampson is 
ready and available for downloading 
(https://tinyurl.com/hx2e6qm) at the Town 
website. The scope and vision of the trail, as 
laid out by the feasibility study, is a terrific 
foundation for Dedham to get this project 
going! 
 
The Town of Dedham welcomes your input 
regarding the feasibility study. You can 
submit written comments through January 20 
to vleclair@dedham-ma.gov. 
 
There will be a public meeting soon with the 
Weston & Sampson consultants to discuss 
the findings. All rail trail supporters should 
attend the meeting and voice their opinions! 
We will keep you informed once the date and 
time are announced. 

Feasibility study done! 
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Stay tuned! 
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Dedham Heritage Rail Trail Speaker Series 
 
On Thursday, February 23 from 7:00 - 8:30 
pm, we will host David Loutzenheiser, Senior 
Planner at the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC). His talk is titled "Rail Trail 
and Greenway Plan for Greater Boston and 
Beyond." The location will be determined 
soon. Hold the date! 
 

Town Meeting vote 
 
There will likely be a vote on the rail trail at the 
spring or fall 2017 Dedham Town Meeting. 
This project will require your active 
involvement at various points and key events. 
We’ll be sure to keep you posted! 
 

Locomotive at Dedham  
Railroad Station, 1890 

According to Wikipedia, the 
Dedham Branch was built as a 
spur line of the Boston and 
Providence Railroad in 1835. It 
was the first railroad branch line 
in Massachusetts and ran from 
the junction with the main line 
at Readville through to Dedham 
Village. The line became part of 
the MBTA system in 1966. 
Commuter rail service was 
discontinued a year later. 

Who we are 
The Friends of the Dedham Heritage Rail Trail are 
a dedicated group of residents working to convert the 
abandoned railway that runs from Dedham Square to 
East Dedham into a linear park with a multi-use, fully 
accessible path incorporating and connecting public 
art, community gardens, and Dedham’s rich history 
with adjacent neighborhoods, playing fields, and 
schools.  
Webpage: www.dedhamrailtrail.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DedhamRailTrail 
Twitter: @RailtrailDedham 
Instagram: @dedhamrailtrail 
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The proposed Dedham Heritage Rail Trail would transform the derelict rail line that runs from 
Dedham Square to East Dedham into a beautiful linear park and rail trail. The Readville Yards 
segment of the trail is part of the proposed Boston Redevelopment Authority plan for that area. 




